
 

 

 
 

 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 —— 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

NOTICE OF FILING, PUBLIC HEARING AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

 

D.P.U. 15-50         April 29, 2015 

 

Petition of Bay State Gas Company d/b/a Columbia Gas of Massachusetts for approval of the 

rates and charges set forth in Tariffs M.D.P.U. Nos. 177 through 211, and approval of an 

increase in base distribution rates for gas service pursuant to G.L. c. 164, § 94 and 220 C.M.R. § 

5.00 et seq. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

On April 16, 2015, Bay State Gas Company, d/b/a Columbia Gas of Massachusetts (“Columbia 

Gas” or “Company”) filed a petition with the Department of Public Utilities (“Department”) for 

approval of a general increase in its gas distribution rates.  The Department has docketed this 

matter as D.P.U. 15-50, and it has suspended the effective date of the proposed rate increase until 

March 1, 2016, in order to investigate the propriety of the Company’s request.  The Company 

was last granted an increase in gas distribution rates in 2014 in Bay State Gas Company, 

D.P.U. 13-75 (2014). 

 

In the instant filing, the Company seeks to increase its annual revenues by $49,271,704.  The 

Company claims that its proposed increase represents a 23.16 percent increase in base distribution 

revenues, or an increase of 9.86 percent in current annual operating revenues.   

 

If the petition filed by Columbia Gas is approved as requested, the Company states that its 

proposed rates will have the following effects:  

 a typical residential heating customer using 132 therms of gas per month during the 

winter season will experience a monthly bill increase of $9.02 (a 4.86 percent increase 

in current rates);  

 a typical residential heating customer using 29 therms of gas per month during the 

summer season will experience a monthly bill increase of $7.99 (a 19.21 percent 

increase in current rates); 

 a typical residential non-heating customer using 20 therms of gas per month during the 

winter season will experience a monthly bill increase of $3.36 (a 8.14 percent increase 

in current rates); 
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 a typical residential non-heating customer using 12 therms of gas per month during the 

summer season will experience a monthly bill increase of $3.25 (a 12.54 percent 

increase in current rates); and 

 commercial and industrial customers will experience an annual bill increase in the 

range of 6.01 percent to 8.95 percent depending upon the amount of their usage.  For 

specific bill impacts, please contact the Company as indicated below.  

The Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Attorney General”) has filed a 

notice to intervene in this matter pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E(a).  Further, pursuant to G.L. c. 

12, § 11E(b), the Attorney General has filed a notice of retention of experts and consultants to 

assist in her investigation of the Company’s filing, and has requested Department approval to 

spend up to $130,000 in this regard.  Pursuant to G.L. c. 12, § 11E(b), the costs incurred by the 

Attorney General relative to her retention of experts and consultants may be recovered in rates.   

 

The Department has scheduled public hearings to receive comments on the Company’s proposal 

as follows: 

 

June 3, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the South Lawrence East Elementary School Auditorium, 165 

Crawford Street, Lawrence, MA 01843 

 

June 10, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the Springfield City Hall, Room 220, 36 Court Street, 

Springfield, MA 01103.   

 

June 11, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the South Junior High School Auditorium, 105 Keith Avenue 

Ext., Brockton, MA 02301.   

 

Persons interested in commenting on the Company’s filing may appear at any of the public 

hearings or may file written comments by the close of business (5:00 p.m.) on June 12, 2015. 

 

Any person who desires to participate in the evidentiary phase of this proceeding must file a 

written petition for leave to intervene or to participate in the proceeding no later than the close of 

business (5:00 p.m.) on May 27, 2015.  A petition filed late may be disallowed as untimely, 

unless good cause is shown for waiver under 220 C.M.R. § 1.01(4).  To be allowed, a petition 

under 220 C.M.R. § 1.03(1) must satisfy the standing requirements of G.L. c. 30A, § 10. 

 

Any person who seeks to intervene in this matter and also desires to comment on the Attorney 

General’s notice of retention of experts and consultants must file the comments no later than the 

close of business (5:00 p.m.) on May 27, 2015. 

 

Written comments, petitions for leave to intervene or to participate, and comments on the 

Attorney General’s notice of retention of experts and consultants should be addressed to:  

Mark D. Marini, Secretary, Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, Boston, MA 

02110.  Receipt by the Department, not mailing, constitutes filing. 
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In addition to the above filing requirements, one (1) copy of all materials filed with the 

Department should be sent to Alison Lackey, Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, 

One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02110; one (1) copy should be sent to the Company’s 

counsel, Danielle C. Winter, Esq., Keegan Werlin LLP, 265 Franklin Street, Boston, MA 02110; 

and one (1) copy should be sent to Matthew E. Saunders, Assistant Attorney General, Office of 

Ratepayer Advocacy, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108. 

 

Further, in addition to paper filings with the Department, all documents should be submitted to 

the Department in electronic format using one of the following methods: (1) by e-mail attachment 

to dpu.efiling@state.ma.us and the Hearing Officer, Alison.Lackey@state.ma.us; or (2) on 

CD-ROM.  The text of the e-mail or CD-ROM must specify: (1) the docket number of the 

proceeding (D.P.U. 15-50); (2) the name of the person or company submitting the filing; and 

(3) a brief descriptive title of the document.  The electronic filing should also include the name, 

title, and telephone number of a person to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  All 

documents submitted in electronic format will be posted on the Department’s website:  

http://www.mass.gov/dpu.  

 

A copy of the Company’s filing is available for inspection during regular business hours at the 

following locations:  Springfield Public Library, Central Library, 220 State Street, Springfield, 

MA 01103; Brockton Public Library, Main Library, 304 Main Street, Brockton, MA 02301; 

Lawrence Public Library, Main Library, 51 Lawrence Street, Lawrence, MA 01841; 

Northhampton Public Library, Forbes Library, 20 West Street, Northampton, MA 01060; the 

Company’s offices, 4 Technology Drive, Suite 250, Westborough, MA 01581; and the 

Department’s offices, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02110.  The filing also is 

available on the Department's website, http://www.mass.gov/dpu.  Any person desiring further 

information regarding the Company’s filing should contact the Company’s counsel, Danielle C. 

Winter, Esq. at (617) 951-1400. 

 

A copy of the Attorney General’s notice of retention of experts and consultants is available for 

inspection at the locations above and during regular business hours at the Attorney General’s 

offices, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02110, and at the Department’s offices, One South 

Station, 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02110.  The Attorney General’s notice of retention of experts and 

consultants also is available on the Department's website, http://www.mass.gov/dpu.  Any person 

desiring further information regarding the Attorney General’s notice of retention of experts and 

consultants should contact Matthew E. Saunders, Assistant Attorney General, at (617) 727-2200. 

 

Any person desiring further information regarding this notice should contact Alison Lackey, 

Hearing Officer, Department of Public Utilities, at (617) 305-3500. 
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